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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 Hi Everyone,         

  

Gosh hasn’t there been a lot of sadness in our country music family lately? A lot of 

people have lost loved ones, me included, some have had bad news or are struggling 

with and through all sorts of issues. As a club full of altruistic people, we can 

collectively or singularly offer support and kindness, and we should. 

The latest sad news I heard was the passing of Eddie Lowe. His story is one of adversity 

and success. If you don’t know of his history, look it up. He was a true inspiration. He 

will be sadly missed in country music circles and the many others his life touched.  

Singers Workshop was another sort of inspiring this month. At least from my point of 

view. Let me share with you what I saw: 

I saw excitement, people getting to practice a favourite song with an actual band.  

I saw people learning about chord charts, what information is important for a band, 

not just words with a few letters that the singer might recognise. I saw people who 

didn’t realise at all what a musician requires.  

I saw trepidation, hopefully only put on singers themselves due to their own sense of pride (and not out of fear of who might 

see their vulnerability). I saw people overcome their fears and some succumb to it. 

I saw angst and frustration as things didn’t go as a singer had expected. I saw assistance given and received and taken on 

board.  

I saw laughter and appreciation for jobs well done, happiness at achievement, the odd light-bulb moment of understanding, 

fun and learning and joy.  



I saw people who were stressed, relax, and sometimes the opposite. 

For better or worse (a quote from circa. 1549) we muddle along. And I know that when I watch Band Workshop this week some 

will be better, some will be the same and some might not make the cut. All of this is OK. Whether you decide to present your 

song or scratch it out, you will be supported and congratulated for the courage you have. As a club we have so many 

supporters, great members, and a whole bunch of mentors. Don’t forget the mentors, they are the most important commodity. 

If you have a question, ask it; a tricky chord/note/key, someone will understand it; a song you need help with, someone will 

help; or no song and need help to find something which suits you, someone will find it. Don’t be afraid to give and accept 

criticism, it should all be given in the best interest of our club and our stellar members. 

Bottom line for me: let’s not take ourselves too seriously, life is short and needs to be filled with happiness and good time s.  

See you at October club night with the fabulous Cherie Holden as our Spotlight Artist,  

Julie 

  
oCtober Guest artists 

    Cherie Holden 
 
 

  

Cherie started her singing journey in 2007 when she successfully 

auditioned for the Waikato Rivertones Chorus. During her 9 1/2 years in 

the chorus she competed with them on the National Stage and twice at 

International Competitions in Nashville and Denver, USA.  Cherie also 

formed a competitive quartet with fellow MCMC member Carla Oosten, 

and was placed in the top ten and won Top Novice Quartet. 

 

Since then Cherie has performed at various events, has enjoyed singing 

solo, as a duo with Carla as Z.O.H.D.I.A.C.K and currently is a backing vocalist in the Tony Lee band.  A highlight for 

Cherie has been singing at the Balloons over Waikato Night Glow events over the years. 

 

Cherie likes to give back to the community and you'll often find her volunteering as a singer at the Waikato Hospital 

and she is also a baker for the Good Bitches Baking Team. 

 

In her spare time, Cherie enjoys tropical island holidays, spending time with her husband and family, and is super 

excited that she's about to become a grandparent for the first time in January.   

 

 

 

Calendar Events 

2nd - 4th August – Branded Country Music Festival – Lake Karapiro 

20th – 22nd September – Aoetearoha Country Music Awards – Palmerston North 

12th October – Entertainer of the Year –  Sir Howard Morrison Theatre, Rotorua 

26th – 28th October – Tauranga Whetu Star Awards – Baycourt Tauranga 

13th December – Club night Special performances by members 

 



2024/25 Membership subscriptions are now due  

Family$30 and Single $20    Get your Membership forms from Liz 

Give us your thoughts/feedback     Our branded shirts, get yours at 

Email: Morrinsvillecmc@gmail.com    PG Promo on 27 Canada St, Morrinsville 

With your input, ideas or comments    $15 per logo, great range of shirt etc 

 

 

If you have any events or news you want to share in our newsletter, please send it to Pam. 

paulandpam@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE 2024/25 

 

President: Julie Monaghan 027 697 2790 

Vice President: Tom Wilson  021 901 819 

Secretary & Treasurer: Liz Bowater  027 440 6311 

 

Renny Hantler  027 505 8260    Gay Telford  022 192 7883 

Phil Winter   022 368 8011    Pam Findlay  027 905 0191 

Jackie Chamberlain  029 827 3200    Ryan Monaghan 027 968 5354 

Rachel Turilli   027 425 2331 

 

    

Christmas Extravaganza 
 A special Christmas evening with the Morrinsville Country Music Club 

 

All our singer will be singing a variety of different Christmas songs, 

they won’t all be the traditional ones you have heard before and 

there will be a few surprises for you. 

So get your xmas gear on and join in celebrating Christmas 2024. 

Members please bring a plate of food to share. 

  
 

 

 

Friday 13th December at 7.30pm. 
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Edward Robert (Eddie) Low was born on May 14th, 1945 in Rotorua, New Zealand. 
 

Eddie was known as the "voice in a million" . His career spanned from the early 1960 until 2024. 
We were fortunate to have had Eddie as a special guest on our Spectacular in 2008. 

He was such an icon in New Zealand music and will be deeply missed. 
Rest In Peace Eddie 

  


