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 Hello Everyone, 

Wow isn’t the year rocketing away?  

In this month’s ramblings, I wanted to touch on a topic 

that causes me a lot of angst. Our rules. 

Morrinsville Country Music Club has been operating in 

approximately the same manner, with the same 

governing constitution since 1972. Like any other club, we are proud of our history, our people, and our values. Otherwise, why 

would we even exist? 

Anybody, even the tone-deaf or musically inept, can pick up an instrument and pick it or bash it, or sing along with a karaoke 

track, or belt something out in the shower or the car, or maybe you can beguile family or friends into listening. But, do you 

have peer support, talented musicians to guide you, a competently run system and a stage to present your art, or an affable 

crowd of ears to fully listen to you? No, you don’t, unless you join a club.  

All organisations such as ours have rules to allow us to survive in a way that portrays the best interests of the organisation. We 

have a constitution. One that requires constant perusal to make sure we’re delivering the best we can for all involved. This 

month, behind the scenes, the committee are endeavouring to make constitutional changes to align with the Charities 

Commission updated requirements. That takes precious time, and effort on your behalf (and a whole lot more brain cells than I  

have).  

 



Back to rules: I feel the simple day-to-day running rules of our club are just that, SIMPLE.  

a) Chose a country song (it is a Country Music Club)  

b) Come to 2 practice evenings a month (a lot of effort goes into facilitating this)  

c) Perform your song without the use of chord charts (a little something that stands us out from the crowd and makes us 

unique) 

Now there are possible exceptions, or grey areas, as there always are with anything humans are involved in, because we like to 

overthink (and overwrite!), outdo each other, gain some sort of advantage over someone else. We do this by notoriously 

pushing the boundaries.  

I am disheartened at how many times the three mentioned rules are pushed, or openly flouted. You know who you are. Please 

consider our paying crowd, the governing constitution, our long-suffering committee, our good name, and the fun you may be 

ruining for others when you choose to be above our rules.  

On a warmer note, Donna Saunders is our Spotlight Artist for November. She is one of the unsung (no pun intended) delights of  

country music in this region. I know you will marvel at her beautiful strong voice and the fantastic song choices she has made 

for us. Be inspired, be better, and have fun. 

See you soon, 

Julie 

oCtober Guest artists 

 

Donna Saunders 

  
Donna was born and raised in rural Rotorua.  

As a young girl she couldn't have ever imagined that 

singing for the cows in the paddocks could lead to 

an exciting journey with country music later in life.  

After stepping onto a country music stage 13 years 

ago, she has not looked back.  

She has had much success over the years competing 

and winning multiple awards from Auckland all the 

way down to Gore. She was also a contestant in The 

Entertainer of the Year Awards in 2019 which was a 

highlight for her.  

Stepping back from awards now Donna is loving 

performing and entertaining at festivals, most 

recently at The Hokianga Country Music Festival 

with her band 'Perfect Match'  

Donna has released 2 Cd's which she will have with 

her on the night for purchase. Donna can’t wait to 

share her selection of new and classic country songs 

with you. 

 



Calendar Events 

 

Friday 13th December – Club night Special performances by members              
Pounamu Awards – 2nd Nov 2024 

Ngaruawahia Veterans Awards – 23rd Nov 2024 

Gisbourne CM Awards – 25-26th Jan 2025 

Arapera Auckland Awards – 11-12th April 2025 

Taranaki CM Awards – 19-20th April 2025 

Matamata CM Awards – 17th May 2025 

Te Puke Awards – 28th June 2025 

South Waikato Awards 12-13th July 2025 

 

2024/25 Membership subscriptions are now due  

Family$30 and Single $20    Get your Membership forms from Liz 

Give us your thoughts/feedback     Our branded shirts, get yours at 

Email: Morrinsvillecmc@gmail.com    PG Promo on 27 Canada St, Morrinsville 

With your input, ideas or comments    $15 per logo, great range of shirt etc 

 

 

If you have any events or news you want to share in our newsletter, please send it to Pam. 

paulandpam@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE 2024/25 

 

President: Julie Monaghan 027 697 2790 

Vice President: Tom Wilson  021 901 819 

Secretary & Treasurer: Liz Bowater  027 440 6311 

 

Renny Hantler  027 505 8260    Gay Telford  022 192 7883 

Phil Winter   022 368 8011    Pam Findlay  027 905 0191 

Jackie Chamberlain  029 827 3200    Ryan Monaghan 027 968 5354 

Rachel Turilli   027 425 2331 

 

    

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR RESULTS 

SENIOR Entertainer of the Year Rawinia Gordon    SENIOR R/U Entertainer of the Year Destiny Pahuru- Kara 

JUNIOR Entertainer of the Year Briar Sharp    JUNIOR R/U Entertainer of the Year Summer McKenzie 

INTERMEDIATE Entertainer of the Year Maia Fletcher   INTERMEDIATE R/U Entertainer of the Year The Dollys  

VETERAN Entertainer of the Year Shaun Ryland    VETERAN R/U Entertainer of the Year Pam Findlay  

SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR Bill Bassett    R / U SONGWRITER OF THE YEAR Amy Maynard 

Congratulations to everyone for your success 
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