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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Wow, Christmas. Already? What happened
to 20247

For some of us, it hasn’t been a great year,
others have had successes beyond their ,
wildest dreams. Babies have come into our country music family, new members have joined us,
some have left us. The only consistent thing is change.

Change is never easy. Sometimes it is exciting, filled with unknown gifts, but there is always a
moment when you yearn for what or how it was before. And sometimes change is daunting, filled
with unknown barbs that have to be faced and smoothed a bit to make them less painful. But,
positive or negative, there is always an amount of excitement.

It’s just life, isn’t it? It would be pretty boring if we never had to alter course to avoid a boulder and
missed the jewels behind it.

So, things change. Country music has changed. It will always change. All of us have a spot in our

lives where we felt the most safe, alive, excited, or happy in our lives. If that time coincided with a
particular type of country music, then that is generally where our Stetson hat is hung. We loved the
Carter family and Jimmy Rogers. We loved Gene Autry. We loved Ernest Tubb and Hank Williams.
We loved Merle Haggard and Elvis. We loved Dolly and Tammy and George. Loretta, Waylon, and
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Willie. We loved the 80’s with Garth Brooks, Clint Black, Travis Tritt, and Alan Jackson. The 90’s
with Tim McGraw and Shania Twain, and remakes of all the old songs. Willie popped up again and
had a number one hit in the 2000’s. Taylor Swift goes super nova. Chris Stapleton, Keith Urban (is
my favourite), and Luke Combs. And
now we have Beyoncé and Post Malone
wading into the country pond. When |
look at that list, what strikes me the most
is how many fabulous artists I’ve not
mentioned.

We have a cornucopia of country music
to choose from. So overflowingly wide
and varied is it that there will surely be
~ people who dislike some of what we
bloffer. But we have a duty to listen to
- §(and maybe find the jewels behind the
boulder) those songs and artists we don’t
normally hang our hat on. We also have a duty to our crowd to win them over before we hit them

with a little Beyoncé, they’ll be more forgiving then &). Things change.

Merry Christmas everyone. Thank-you for your support for 2024. I hope you all enjoy our Christmas
concert, put together by Pam Findlay. Have a safe and happy festive season and we’ll no doubt see
you in 2025.

Julie DECEMBER GUEST ARTISTS

WELL THAT IS EVERY ONE OF OUR FABULOUS SINGERS

CHRISTMAS SONGS FOR YOU ALL TO ENJOY AND HOPEFULLY
SOME OF YOUR LOYELY VOICES IN THE MIX TOO.
WE WOULD LOVE TO SEE AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE
TO DRESS IN CHRISTMAS CLOTHES.
THE JOYFUL SEASON IS HERE FOLKS!!
* MEMBERS PLEASE BRING & PLATE FOR SUPPER AT HALF TIME *




Calendar Events

Friday 13™ December — Club night Special performances by members
Gisborne CM Awards — 25-26" Jan 2025
Arapera Auckland Awards — 11-12" April 2025
Taranaki CM Awards — 19-20" April 2025
Matamata CM Awards — 17" May 2025
Te Puke Awards — 28" June 2025
South Waikato Awards 12-13" July 2025

2024/25 Membership subscriptions are now due

Family$30 and Single $20 Get your Membership forms from Liz

Give us your thoughts/feedback Our branded shirts, get yours at
Email: Morrinsvilleemc@gmail.com PG Promo on 27 Canada St, Morrinsville
With your input, ideas or comments $15 per logo, great range of shirt etc

If you have any events or news you want to share in our newsletter, please send it to Pam.
paulandpam@hotmail.com
COMMITTEE 2024/25

President: Julie Monaghan 027 697 2790
Vice President: Tom Wilson 021 901 819
Secretary & Treasurer: Liz Bowater 027 440 6311

Renny Hantler 027 505 8260 Gay Telford 022 192 7883
Phil Winter 022 368 8011 Pam Findlay 027 905 0191
Jackie Chamberlain 029 827 3200 Ryan Monaghan 027 968 5354
Rachel Turilli 027 425 2331

10" January 2025 - Club Night
7.30pm Rotary Hall, Canada St, Morrinsville
Country Music on the floor, bring your charts and have a sing.
It’s always a surprise as to who will be in the band and who will be singing.
If you have always wanted to have a sing, come give it a try.

We would love to see you there for our next club night.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
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