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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                             

 
 Hi Everyone,      

 Welcome to the February newsletter. Where on 

Earth did January go to?  

It is certainly getting a bit dry out there, I’m clearly not 

very good at rain-dancing because our water tank is the 

lowest it has ever been. Fingers crossed for the pastures and 

tanks to get a smattering soon. 

Recently I attended Marilyn Holmes funeral with many 

past and present members of our club also in attendance. It 

was a fantastic turn-out of family and friends, and a 

fittingly simple yet graceful and touching send-off for one of our most treasured people. Marilyn convened so 

many of the Morrinsville Spectacular Concerts, regularly sang for us, and was present in most committee roles 

over the years. She was an icon in our club. She is so sorely missed for advice and guidance. It does bring to 

mind the absolute need to take each day as it comes, with humility and grace, find the happiness in as much of 

our lives as we possibly can, and enjoy every moment we are given. Faced with things that aren’t in our 

happiness wheelhouse we can only strive to do the best we can. And, remember we’re all human. Forgiveness is 

the only way to keep finding our happiness. 

The AGM is coming up on the 24th of March. We will be needing committee members as some of our people 

are stepping back for a much-needed break. Please have a think about standing if you have ideas or the drive 

to see the Morrinsville Country Music Club continue to be a great place to meet and enjoy ourselves. Among 

those standing down is our Treasurer, Liz. She has been in the role for 19 years and has a fantastic, simple to 

follow set up if someone out there has a head for numbers. We also need a President as I have a few things to 

attend to in my life after a rather traumatic 2024. It is a great club to be President of, with wonderful rapport 

in the community and I have truly enjoyed the three years I have been given the honour.  

I wouldn’t dismiss being available again for the role or others in the future if the situation arose. Executive 

Committee Nominations need to be with our Secretary, Liz, or myself 6 days prior to the AGM. Also, any 



remits or motions for changes or suggestions should be put forward to the committee for our February 

meeting which is on the 17th of Feb. 

Matamata on the Green is coming up as if the Morrinsville AMP Show with our people entertaining at each 

event. A huge thank-you to you all who give extra time to do these things on behalf of our club. There are so 

many more things to learn and take part in when we do outwork. It’s great to broaden our horizons. Step out 

of that comfort zone. Represent! 

Thanks to everyone for your continued support and I look forward to seeing you at the February club 

Concert. 

Ka kite. 

Julie 

February guest artist 

 
Susan Crowe 

 
Susan originally came from England where she was a 

nurse. She moved to NZ in 1974 and continued nursing in 

New Plymouth.  

Susan lived in Te Aroha for 20yrs before moving to 

Morrinsville 4 ½ years ago. 
Susan has been a member of our club for the past 22 years. 

She loves the older style country music, she has got a  

line-up of award trophies on her windowsill. Some from 

Australia and America as well as NZ of course. She has a 

People Choice award from the Paeroa country music in 

2007. Adelaide Country music club in 2009.   

Susan enjoys walking and some computer work. 

Loves the birds that she feed when they visit her at her 

place. 

Susans beloved husband, Charlie who she misses 

dreadfully, was an inventor, artist and writer among other things. He wrote a book called “As the Crow 

Flys” (CV Crowe). 

He encouraged her to pursue her singing and loved to hear her sing.  

Susan will be singing some of her favourite old country songs, so come along and enjoy her lovely 

voice this club night. 

 

Same time, same place as always. 

 

Rotary Hall, Canada St Morrinsville 

Friday 14th February 

7.30pm start 
 

 



Bacchus Heads to Gisborne for the Country Music Awards! 
 

The Bacchus band – Renny, Sharon, Ryan, and myself – recently embarked on a whirlwind adventure to Gisborne for 

the prestigious Gisborne Country Music Awards. As band number 2 for the weekend, we were eager to showcase our 

talents and experience the vibrant country music scene. 

Our journey began early on January 24th with a 10:30 AM departure from Morrinsville. After meticulously loading 

Sharon's car with instruments, gear, and luggage, we set off on the five-hour drive to Gisborne. A delicious sushi 

lunch in Whakatane fuelled us for the remainder of the trip, and before long, we arrived in Gisborne. 

We checked into the Captain Cook Motor Lodge and then made our way to the Gisborne RSA to set up our 

equipment for the following day's auditions. After a hearty dinner, we retired 

for the night, ready to tackle the exciting schedule ahead. 

The next morning, we arrived at the RSA bright and early, eager to get the 

day started. A quick sound check followed, and then we were off, performing 

our hearts out for the great performers. Time flew by as we supported them, 

and before we knew it, the audition round was complete. 

The afternoon was spent enjoying the performances of other talented 

musicians and performers. The level of talent in Gisborne was truly 

impressive! We then returned to our accommodation for a short rest before 

heading back to the RSA for the evening's highlight: the Hoedown.   

 

The Hoedown was an incredible experience. It was a truly impromptu affair, 

with each performer choosing the next to take the stage. The judges kicked 

things off, followed by contestants and other musicians. I even had the 

opportunity to perform a few songs, which was an absolute blast.  

The dance floor was packed with enthusiastic dancers, and the atmosphere 

was electric. It was incredibly rewarding to provide such entertainment for 

the crowd. 

After the Hoedown concluded around 10 PM, we packed up our equipment and headed back to our accommodation. 

The following morning, we bid farewell to fellow musicians and the organizers, and then embarked on the journey 

back to the Waikato. Another stop in Whakatane for refreshments helped us power through the final leg of the trip, 

and we arrived back in Morrinsville around 4 PM. Exhausted but exhilarated, I enjoyed a quick dinner and then slept 

very well. 

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to the organizers of the Gisborne Country Music Awards for putting on such 

a fantastic event. It was an unforgettable experience. I also want to express my gratitude to my incredible bandmates, 

Renny, Sharon, and Ryan, for their talent, camaraderie, and making this trip truly special. 

I look forward to the opportunity to participate in the Gisborne Country Music Awards again in the future. 

 

Phil Winter 

 

We will be having our AGM on 24th of March.  

We need YOU!! 

A new President, a new Treasurer and new 

committee members. 

We need someone who wants to join our current committee team to keep 

everything running smoothly and efficiently. 

Please get hold of any of our committee members, for President or 

Treasurer we need to have these nominated by our next meeting  

on Mon 17th February. 



 

Matamata on the Green 

Rail-side 

8th Feb  – starts at 11am 

Clubs involved include: 

Matamata, Ngaruawahia, Cambridge Combined 

Tauranga, Forestland and Morrinsville 

Bring a chair, your picnic lunch and your smile! 

Enjoy some great country music 

 

Calendar Events 

Arapera Auckland Awards – 11-12th April 2025 

Taranaki CM Awards – 19-20th April 2025 

Matamata CM Awards – 17th May 2025 

Te Puke Awards – 28th June 2025 

South Waikato Awards 12-13th July 2025 

 

2024/25 Membership subscriptions are now due  

Family$30 and Single $20    Get your Membership forms from Liz 

Give us your thoughts/feedback     Our branded shirts, get yours at 

Email: Morrinsvillecmc@gmail.com    PG Promo on 27 Canada St, Morrinsville 

With your input, ideas or comments    $15 per logo, great range of shirt etc 

 

 

If you have any events or news you want to share in our newsletter, please send it to Pam. 

paulandpam@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE 2024/25 

 

President: Julie Monaghan 027 697 2790 

Vice President: Tom Wilson  021 901 819 

Secretary & Treasurer: Liz Bowater  027 440 6311 

 

Renny Hantler  027 505 8260    Gaye Telford  022 192 7883 

Phil Winter   022 368 8011    Pam Findlay  027 905 0191 

Jackie Chamberlain  029 827 3200    Ryan Monaghan 027 968 5354 

Rachel Turilli   027 425 2331 
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