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March 2025 - Newsletter

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Hi MCMC team,

My lovely husband said to me the other day “Clubs
won’t exist very soon.”

I hate to admit it, but to me that sounded legit.

I have heard it said many times, since joining the
MCMC in 2013, that country music clubs are dying.
“If I had a penny for every time I heard it I’d be ...”.
While that may or may not be true, it is certainly true
that not only country music clubs seem to be
struggling in the format we know.

I know of other clubs, not involved in our pursuits (deer stalking, pig hunting, Lions Clubs, RSA’s, Combined
Services Clubs, Football Clubs) who have recently reduced quorum requirements, or serving committee
numbers and/or even functioned without some of the usually defined administrative roles for periods of time
or indefinitely. Some have gradually moved to having paid roles rather than rely on volunteers. Some have
folded altogether in part due to a lack of patronage or enthusiasm.

I have questions:

Is this due to a lack of interest in country music? Or is it more likely due to lives being too busy to offer any
more of ourselves to volunteer roles? Or is it merely human apathy? Surely, we don’t only volunteer if we can
see some direct recompense or personal advantage?

What will happen if we no longer have clubs to belong to? Will we be happy retreating to our homes and only
sampling what professionals offer us? Maybe, singing in the shower with only the cat as your audience will
have to be enough? I hope CIiff has a cat that enjoys Marty Robbins!


https://www.morrinsvillecountrymusic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MorrinsvilleCountryMusic

Human connection and social interaction are powerful parts of our existence. These things help us to navigate
our lives, to understand and heal, and even face things we don’t think are possible. But it is risky. People we
interact with don’t see things the way we do, or they don’t apply themselves in the same way we do. There can
be misunderstandings and arguments. Some of us are not such good communicators. Some of us hide and some
bowl others over with their confidence. All of which is the tapestry of life.

Just thinking out loud (on paper?!).

No time to consider this stuff is this more notable than when coming up to an AGM with some of us on the
committee wanting/needing a rest. Thank you to those of you leaving the committee, and to those who have
offered voluntary assistance. If you are willing and able to see our club carry on and grow, come along to the
AGM and dare to volunteer @ .

I sincerely hope my lovely husband is wrong, at least for another fifty or so years, but I am beginning to
wonder...

See you all

Julie

March Guest Artist

Maraea Te Pou

Maraea was born and raised in Whakatane. She grew up singing in
the Whakatane Country Music Club with her older sisters.

Her parents were loyal members of the club and Maraea’s mum was
the President for a long time.

Maraea loved to watch her sisters sing and her parents encouraged

her guitar now. They travelled all over to participate in various
awards.

Maraea entered as a solo artist in the junior and intermediate sections.
Maraea gave up singing as a soloist when she became a senior. She
concentrated on singing in a group with her sisters

“The Te Pou Sisters”

Maraea took a long break from singing to pursue other interests.

In 2024 her sister Ramari, asked her to sing a duo with her in the Gisborne awards, this was the first awards
she entered as a Senior solo artist. Since then Maraea has enjoyed rekindling old friendships and meeting
new people in Country Music and she will continue to grow. Maraea has been a new member to our club for
a while now, we are glad she decided to join our club.

You will love her beautiful voice and her choice of songs.

Rotary Hall, Canada St Morrinsville
Friday 14" March
7.30pm start



% AGM %

Morrinsville Country Music Club AGM
Monday 24™ of March
St John Ambulance Hall, 113 Anderson St, Morrinsville

We need YOU!!
A new President, Vice President, a new Treasurer and new committee members.

We need you to join our current committee team to keep everything running smoothly and efficiently.
Please get hold of any of our committee members, for President, Vice or Treasurer
we need to have these nominated by our next meeting on Mon 17" February.

There is an Executive Nomination Form on the last page.
Committee members get nominated from the floor at the AGM meeting

Calendar Events

Arapera Auckland Awards — 11-12"* April 2025
Taranaki CM Awards — 19-20" April 2025
Matamata CM Awards — 17" May 2025
Te Puke Awards — 28" June 2025
South Waikato Awards 12-13" July 2025

2025/26 Membership subscriptions are now due

Family$30 and Single $20 Get your Membership forms from Liz

Give us your thoughts/feedback Our branded shirts, get yours at
Email: Morrinsvillecmc@gmail.com PG Promo on 27 Canada St, Morrinsville
With your input, ideas or comments $15 per logo, great range of shirt etc

If you have any events or news you want to share in our newsletter, please send it to Pam.
paulandpam@hotmail.com
COMMITTEE 2024/25

President: Julie Monaghan 027 697 2790
Vice President: Tom Wilson 021 901 819
Secretary & Treasurer: Liz Bowater 027 440 6311

Renny Hantler 027 505 8260 Gay Telford 022 192 7883
Phil Winter 022 368 8011 Pam Findlay 027 905 0191
Jackie Chamberlain 029 827 3200 Ryan Monaghan 027 968 5354

Rachel Turilli 027 425 2331
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Morrinsville Country Music Club Inc.
Committee Executive Nomination Form 2025/2026

Club members wishing to nominate other club members for executive positions on the committee are invited to do so using
this form. Please ensure you include the signature of the person you are nominating in the appropriate space.
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ViCe President ........cccccceevveeieieeeneies coseeeessnneesseneessasessanessnns
SECretary s erseseeeenesssentasssssanasssenens

TrEASUIEI eeeeeeeieeieeieecescsssnnssesnes soeereesessessssssssnssssssnnsansees

Nominated by ......ccceeeeceirce s SIgNAtUre .......coeee e e
Seconded by ..o SIgNAture ..o e

**Please ensure all nominations are with the President or Secretary 6 days prior to the AGM
AGM to be held on Monday 24" March 2025 at 7:30pm St Johns Hall, Anderson St, Morrinsville

Morrinsville Country Music Club Inc.
Committee Executive Nomination Form 2025/2026

Club members wishing to nominate other club members for executive positions on the committee are invited to do so using
this form. Please ensure you include the signature of the person you are nominating in the appropriate space.
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ViICE President .......ccccccceeeereensienensies sosseessssneessssesssssssssansssnns
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Nominated by ......cccceervececece s SIZNAtUre ......eceeee e e
Seconded by ... SIZNAtUre ......cceeee e e

**Pplease ensure all nominations are with the President or Secretary 6 days prior to the AGM
AGM to be held on Monday 24" March 2025 at 7:30pm St Johns Hall, Anderson St, Morrinsville



