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PRESIDENT’S REPORT  

         
Hi Everyone, 

Welcome to May. 5 months into the NEW year, this means it isn’t 

new anymore and goodness only knows what I have done with the 

first quarter. I don’t believe life can get any busier without actually 

catching fire and blasting us all off into orbit! 

The Committee has garnered a few comments and suggestions since 

the AGM. There are a couple of things I want to mention here. 

Firstly, and I believe foremostly, our chord chart standard. We 

endeavour to maintain this lofty standard, and while it is difficult, 

everyone is aware of the effort required to achieve a concert with no 

chord chart crutches - we mustn’t let it slip. Charts block audience enjoyment and hinder each performer's development.  

Don’t forget that this standard was set by our founding members, it is part of our fabric, and dare I bang on with this old 

chestnut – It Stands Us Out From the Crowd. We are so very proud of our monthly concert, and all of you who diligently, and 

with passion, conquer this hurdle in the name of quality. Thanks for trying your best without charts and doing an amazing job. 

We have been asked about providing a Musical Director. We were reminded that we had the privilege of having the talent of 

Jenny Hantler, Lyn Torstenson and Lyn Stewart in this role in the past. I feel the word privilege is most pertinent here. These 

ladies gave their time, advice and assistance to many of us. Sometimes they received (uncalled for) argument and backchat for 

their generous help. But they did it because they wanted the club to be successful and they had that special talent to share. 

They certainly made our Spectacular Concerts just that. They are almost impossible boots to fill. But we do have a plethora of 

skilled people in our club. Perhaps we are forgetting that or dismissing them because we are too shy to ask for help.  

Here is a list off the top of my head: Jackie Chamberlain, Pam Findlay, Paul Trenwith, Renny Hantler, Sharon McIntyre, Phil 

Winter, Ryan Monaghan, Hayley Monaghan, Corban West, Doris Trubshaw, Gavin Austin, Maraea Te Pou, Cherie Holden.  



Aren’t we lucky. These listed folk have collectively experienced quite a lot in country music. All the people above know they 

can’t replace Jenny or the Lyn’s. They have different skills involving different aspects of music. 

Of course, all of them are busy people. Most are in the band or backing singers. The first two ladies, Jackie and Pam, are 

regular attendees and are willing to help out in a “Musical Director” sort of way. They can help you find the right key, improve 

your microphone technique and diction if you want this help. Others can help with understanding lead breaks, drum solos, 

playing bass and more.  

We also have to find it in ourselves to be receptive of advice. It is meant in the most positive way, to improve our club and your 

experience. 

There are two other roles, sound technician and MC, which are filled by keen but amateur members. We have a chance to 

allow people to learn and develop skills in these areas if we are willing to let them try. I love seeing new people take up these 

roles and find enjoyment.  

And finally, to follow on from these points it is important that we nurture folk in all of the skilled positions we have at MCMC 

and give them patience, support and encouragement. 

Love you all, see you Friday. 

Julie.      

 

February guest artist 

 

Merv blue 

 
Back in the late 80s Merv was involved in a 

production at The Morrinsville Little Theatre. 

Also in the cast was a gentleman by the name of 

Bert Johnsen who persuaded him to accompany 

him to The Morrinsville Country Music Clubs 

monthly concert.     He was hooked!!! 

Merv joined the club, sang some songs, was asked 

to become a committee member, then voted to be 

Vice President, and later President!   

Merv was our president for 10years until they 

moved to Tauranga in 2005. 

 Merv also entered in many country music awards as a soloist, duo (with his wife Ali)  

and a few different trio’s. 

There they joined the Tauranga CMC and he soon became a committee member, then Vice 

President and is now the current President. 

His love of country music hasn’t changed over the years, shared too by his lovely wife Ali.  

Merv feels it is an honour and a privilege to have been asked to be our 

 guest artist for May’s club night. 

Merv’s humour, songs and stage presence is such a delight,  

I’m sure you will love his country sounds!  
 



 

 

 

 

 

Rotary Hall, Canada St Morrinsville 

Morrinsville CMC Concert Night 

Friday 9th May  

7.30pm start 
 

 

 
 

 
  
  

 
Calendar Events 

Matamata CM Awards – 17th May 2025 

Te Puke Awards – 28th June 2025 

South Waikato Awards 12-13th July 2025 

NZ Entertainer of the Year 4th October – Baycourt Theatre Tauranga 
 

2025/26 Membership subscriptions are now due  

Family$30 and Single $20    Get your Membership forms from Liz 

Give us your thoughts/feedback     Our branded shirts, get yours at 

Email: Morrinsvillecmc@gmail.com    PG Promo on 27 Canada St, Morrinsville 

With your input, ideas or comments    $15 per logo, great range of shirt etc 

 

 

If you have any events or news you want to share in our newsletter, please send it to Pam. 

paulandpam@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEE 2024/25 

 

President: Julie Monaghan    027 697 2790 

Vice President:  Phil Winter     022 368 8011 

Secretary & Treasurer: Liz Bowater  027 440 6311 

 

Renny Hantler  027 505 8260    Gay Telford  022 192 7883 

Pam Findlay   027 905 0191    Peter Roskin 

Jackie Chamberlain  029 827 3200    Hayley Monaghan  

Richard White    
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