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MORRINSVILLE COUNTRY MUSIC CLUB INC.

Website: https:/www.morrinsvillecountrymusic.com/

Facebook: @Morrinsville Country Music

June 2025 - Newsletter

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Howdy Everyone,
So, I've been thinking a lot lately about personnel.

Thinking isn’t strong enough; worrying is perhaps a
better choice.

| worry about volunteers.

We have ten committee volunteers, but only three
currently live in Morrinsville. Can you see the .
problem? It is an honour that people from outside the area feel enough for our club to put themselves forward for committee.
But it leaves a lot of work that can only be done in Morrinsville for only three people. Where are the Morrinsville locals who
want to give their time to their own tremendous club?

Secondly, we have seven band leaders, six lead instrumentalists, nine bassists, eight drummers, nine backing vocalists, fifteen
second rhythm guitarists, four sound technicians, two set-up experts, and two trailer tow-ers (by my count). Do you see where
the problems lie? How could there be problems with so many willing volunteers? As | see it, there are two problems, one larger
than the other. We are so lucky to have a big list of musos, many of whom can play more than one instrument. However,
wrangling, cajoling, and rostering the band members is not easy. It is also a minefield for criticism and comment. Nevertheless,
we do our best to spread the load, but it is never even or fair because life doesn’t work that way. Many things impede equal
rostered time for everyone. Please know we do our best with the knowledge, information, and volunteers available for each
club night. We are lucky to have a problem caused by so many musicians! Some country music clubs only have five band
personnel full stop! A bigger problem we have is that the expertise and ability to bring the gear and set-up for a show is limited
to two people. We need willing, committed people to lessen the load for those two. We need to spread the understanding of
how to set up the equipment so that many hands can make lighter the work. For the good of the club, the people with the
expertise need to be willing and able to teach others how to do these things. And it would be advantageous if more of our
vollies were from Morrinsville.



Many people say Country Music is dying, | think VOLUNTEERING is dying. We have the opportunity to teach many things at the
Morrinsville Country Music Club. Singing, musicianship, stage etiquette, and microphone technique. Maybe we also need to
concentrate on teaching and being taught stage set-up, rostering, and giving and receiving criticism and problem-solving advice
with positivity.

Big thanks from me this month to Gavin, Liz and Peter for helping with our trailer; to Gavin and Kevin for helping with set up
and showing Richard some of that work; Jackie, Corban and Hayley for being available for musical help, to Peter and Richard
for their left-field ideas and willingness to find solutions. | believe there are few things better for the soul than volunteering.

On another note, this month we will be donating the club night takings to the Westpac Chopper Appeal. Since 2006, we have
contributed around $13000 to various charities. So, bring your mates, loved ones, neighbours (rent-a-crowd if you don’t have
any friends- Wayne!) and enjoy a great show, with a fantastic cause. Thank you all for your continued support.

Love yall,

Julie

Due to illness Merv could not make it to our May club
night, but he is all better now
and will be our Guest artist this month

Back in the late 80s Merv was involved in a
production at The Morrinsville Little Theatre.
Also in the cast was a gentleman by the name of Bert Johnsen who persuaded him to accompany
him to The Morrinsville Country Music Clubs monthly concert. He was hooked!!!

Merv joined the club, sang some songs, was asked to become a committee member, then voted to
be Vice President, and later President!

Merv was our president for 10years until they moved to Tauranga in 2005.

Merv also entered in many country music awards as a soloist, duo (with his wife Ali)

and a few different trio’s.

There they joined the Tauranga CMC and he soon became a committee member, then Vice
President and is now the current President.

His love of country music hasn’t changed over the years, shared too by his lovely wife Ali.



Merv feels it is an honour and a privilege to have been asked to be our guest artist for May’s club
night. Merv’s humour, songs and stage presence is such a delight,
I’m sure you will love his country sounds!

Rotary Hall,
§ Canada St, Morrinsville
% Morrinsville CMC Concert Night

Friday 13" June
7.30pm start

Calendar Events

Te Puke Awards — 28" June 2025
South Waikato Awards 12-13" July 2025
NZ Entertainer of the Year 4" October — Baycourt Theatre Tauranga

2025/26 Membership subscriptions are now due

Family$30 and Single $20 Get your Membership forms from Liz

Give us your thoughts/feedback Our branded shirts, get yours at
Email: Morrinsvillecmc@gmail.com PG Promo on 27 Canada St, Morrinsville
With your input, ideas or comments $15 per logo, great range of shirt etc

We had a new idea to help us help you.
We have decided to have a nominated person for you to talk to with any complaints or ideas!!
Then he will bring it to the committee meeting and we will discuss it and get back to you.


mailto:Morrinsvillecmc@gmail.com

This person is Richard White - 020 4154 4812
So please pass onto him any info, ideas or complaints you wish him to share with us.

If you have any events or news you want to share in our newsletter, please send it to Pam.
paulandpam@hotmail.com

COMMITTEE 2024/25

President: Julie Monaghan 027 697 2790
Vice President: Phil Winter 022 368 8011
Secretary & Treasurer: Liz Bowater 027 440 6311

Renny Hantler 027 505 8260 Gay Telford 022 192 7883
Pam Findlay 027 905 0191 Peter Roskin 027 555 0571
Jackie Chamberlain 029 827 3200 Hayley Monaghan 027 398 2992
Richard White 020 4154 4812

GIG GUIDE

“Backroad Boulevard”

20" June 12.30pm
The Merchant of Matamata

Come along and enjoy the boys first gig.
Great dance music or just enjoy their sounds!




