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Hi Everyone,

It’s nearly Spring, hang in there!!
Two items arose at the committee meeting this month that | thought | would share with you all.

Firstly, someone in the crowd at the July club night asked why we didn’t have the guest singers (Kienan Ngapo,
Tamatea Ngapo-Lipscombe, Maddison Connor, and William Connor) sing more than one song. There are two
answers that | can think of.

One: They are not members of our club. While it is wonderful to have their talent with us, it is fleeting. They (except
for Tamatea, who sent chord charts to me prior) have not practiced with our band as all the other singers have, nor
do we know what songs they might bring out. There is a risk here for us, and most importantly, our band. If the
musicians did not know the songs or struggled with them, who looks bad? Our very treasured musicians, who
provide us with such a high standard, practice your songs, and make our club what it is. It isn’t fair to add that
pressure to the hardest-working folk in our show.

Two: Our spotlight artist is the one we are promoting and encouraging each month. This is their show, their time to
shine for us, and they put in extra work to present three songs to us. Outside talent can take away from that or add
undue pressure to those folk, especially with impromptu singers.



As a side note, | wonder if | should have put these impromptu guests in the second half so they may have stayed for
the entire show rather than leaving at halftime. However, to reshuffle the programme for that to happen would have
been a further difficulty that none of us needed.

That all being said, it was such a pleasure to have them show up, and how lovely for us to see and hear them,
particularly Maddison Connor — the Gold Guitar Intermediate Overall Winner 2025. Thank you to Kienan for bringing
them to us to admire.

The second item came from a committee member. Peter Roskham brought it to our attention in the meeting that
the effort we put into bringing a concert-style club night to you all every month is quite onerous. Thank you, Peter,
for noticing that. We do endeavour to put on a reasonable concert with the MCMC recipe (which is 49 years old).
Our band and singers are usually well up to the task. But it does take some organising, meeting time, collating, and
shepherding. Sometimes we have to zig or zag last minute, and we don’t always get it right. But the MCMC Friday
night concert is well known in country music circles, and it is a credit to those of us who make it happen.

Thanks to the committee and other members who consistently do their bit in making our show format so good — it
isn’t a piece of cake — but it is worth it.

See you all for the August Concert.

Julie

AUGUST GUEST ARTIST
Robbin Durbin

The year was 1990 when Robbin with his wife

Jenny & family moved from Napier to the Waikato.

Not long after arriving to the area they went along to one of
our Annual Spectacular Concerts, which they enjoyed and were
so impressed by that they became keen to learn more about
the Morrinsville Country Music Club.

After becoming members, Robbin was soon on stage singing
and performing.

As the years have moved on Robbin has found the passion for |
country music through the artists he listens to.

Growing up he listened to Tom Jones .Jim Reaves, Boxcar Willie
and Willie Nelson.

Now-a-days Robbin feels privileged to have entertained on
many of the festival stages and taken part in many charity
fundraising Events.

Robbin is now retired & travelling NZ living full time in their
caravan.

And as always he is still supportive of all these events. Today Robbins repertoire of his favourite artists is huge. With
artists like Allan Jackson..Merle Haggard.. George Strait..Bellamy Brothers..Vince Gill .. Brooks&Dunn.. Mavericks
...plus alot of artists out there still unheard of.

Robbin is delighted to be invited back to Morrinsville CMC club as our spotlight artist for August.




" Morrinsville CMC Concert Night
Rotary Hall
Canada St, Morrinsville
Friday 8" August 2025
7.30pm start

The South Waikato Country Music Awards held on the 12th/13th of July was a full day of music, talent, and good
energy. | was back behind the drums, playing in the band from 8 am to 4:30 pm

alongside a great crew — Ryan Monaghan on lead guitar, Josh Riha from Te Puke on bass,
and Corban West steering the ship as band leader.

One of the best parts of the day was getting to play for Mum (Pam Findlay) in three of her four sections.
She was on fire - making the finals and winning three sections and then taking out Veteran Overall Winner.
So mum is now in the NZ Entertainer of the Year held in Tauranga on the 4" Oct 2025.

Watching her up on that stage and being part of her performance was something special.

The range of talent and song choices kept the day moving fast. It was a packed schedule, but the vibe never dipped.
Huge thanks to the band - it was a pleasure playing with such a tight, easygoing group of guys.

Phil Winter

2025/2026 Club Memberships
Family$30 and Single $20 Get your Membership forms from Liz



Give us your thoughts/feedback Our branded shirts, get yours at
Email: Morrinsvilleemc@gmail.com PG Promo on 27 Canada St, Morrinsville
With your input, ideas or comments $15 per logo, great range of shirt etc

If you have any events or news you want to share in our newsletter, please send it to Pam.
paulandpam(@hotmail.com

COMMITTEE 2025/26

President: Julie Monaghan 027 697 2790
Vice President: Phil Winter 022 368 8011
Secretary & Treasurer: Liz Bowater 027 440 6311

Renny Hantler 027 505 8260 Gay Telford 022 192 7883
Pam Findlay 027 905 0191 Peter Roskin 027 555 0571
Jackie Chamberlain 029 827 3200 Hayley Monaghan 027 398 2992
Richard White 020 4154 4812 (complaints officer)

Below are some Events/Shows you might be interested in!!

Hapai Access Card FUND-RAISING CONCERT
‘Making Access Exey

A Tributeto

our performing Arts Ambassador

EDDIE LOW

Yoal . SWEETAZZ
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HORNBY CLUB - SUNDAY 10TH AUGUST 2025 - 2PM

Tickets $30 at the club or humanitix.com + BF

.- Aircon Heotpump @n—' £ RAKLAND
clve #Bo CHENICALS

Hapai Access Card Enabling better outcomes for those with disabilities
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NEW ZEALAND COUNTRY MUSIC ASSOCIATION
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ENTERTAINER Y
OF THE YEAR

October 4th 2025
Baycourt Theatre, Tauranga

Featuring

THE HARMONIC RESONATORS

NEZCMA Tickets on sale now through Eventfinda ggﬁ eventfinda



